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Christmas Eve Talk 2014 – The Christmas Surprise 

 

1. The best thing about surprises ...  

 

The best thing about surprises is that they are well, surprising! 

 You’re getting on with your life. 

You’re not expecting, and then bam, the surprise hits you. 

 Take for example, the surprise birthday party. 

 

You’re walking home after a hard day at work. 

You’re expecting the usual night wind down with your favourite book, T.V show, movie... 

 Then bam! 

 When you least expect it. 

 You’re house is filled with people. 

 There’s a whole pile of presents that you didn’t expect. 

 And the party starts because the gate crashing-guest of honour has arrived! 

 

The best thing about surprises is that they are surprising! 

 

Well, as we come together to celebrate Christmas, 

 As we dust of the pipes, and sing some Christmas Carols tonight, 

 And as we gear up for the craziness of Christmas Day, tomorrow, 

 

It is all too easy for us to lose sight of the biggest surprise of all. 

What is the biggest surprise of all, well, let’s just call it the Christmas surprise for now. 
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2. The God who surprised Israel (Isaiah 8:22-9:7) 

 

Now, coming back to the theme of Christmas surprise, 

 To truly grasp the surprising-ness of the Christmas surprise, 

 We need to take a trip back in space and time. 

 We need to travel back about 2500 odd years, 

 And we need travel back to the area around what is now know as Palestine, 

But, back then was known as kingdom of Israel. 

 

You see, in the time around 722 B.C, there was a prophet, sent by God to Israel. 

Through the prophet, Isaiah, God was going to bring two catastrophically big surprises. 

 

 a. The Surprising Darkness 

 

The first surprise was darkness. << read 8:22 >>  

 

The nation that had the privilege of calling God “Yahweh”, 

The people who were the direct descendants of none other than Abraham himself, 

This nation, had been a light to the nations around, 

This nation, had been living with God’s installed king, with the very temple of God, 

    With the prophets God had sent himself. 

 

But now, there is only darkness and gloom. 

Now, there is only the reality of destruction. 

The unstoppable human tsunami known as the Assyrian Army,  

was about to bring the kingdom of Israel to its knees. 

Israel were on the brink of a spiritual, political, and national destruction. 

And even though God had sent his prophets to warn them, 

The oncoming darkness was going to surprise them completely. 
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b. The Surprising light 

 

The surprising darkness was about to descend upon Israel. 

And it is from this situation, that another surprise is about to be dropped on Israel. 

 

That is, when you exist in absolute darkness, the biggest surprise you can get is when the 

lights are turned on. < Illus’n–speaking at Summer Mission–Rock Concert– the wall of dark> 

 

<< Read vv. 2-7 >> 

 

There is a ray of light given to Israel. 

There is the promise of hope made by God about Israel’s future. 

 

One day, there will be born a child that will restore God’s kingdom. 

One day, this child will sit upon the throne of kind David, 

One day, this child will sweep away all enemies before him. 

One day, you will address this child as Wonderful Counselor,  

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 

 

The expectation for this child is the lofty heights of the restoration of Israel. 

The expectation for this child is to restore the throne of David. 

The expectation is for this child to be the ray of hope for Israel. 

The ray of light is the promise of a child that will come. 
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4. The Shepherd’s Surprise (2:8-14) 

 

The Shepherds are minding their own business. 

They’re common folk, doing their job, tending their sheep. 

 

And they’re hit from left field with an astonishing surprise. 

 

<< read vv. 8-12 >> 

 

The whole episode is surprising. 

It is as if two worlds are colliding – 

 the earthly world of the shepherds and the heavenly world of the host of heaven. 

 

And yet, in the middle of this interchange between earth and heaven is another declaration. 

 

In v. 10 the Angel declares  << read v. 10 >> 

 

And notice the emphasis on the title given to this child – “A Saviour, who is Christ the Lord”. 

This child is given a special title, 

As with Mary, before Jesus birth, so now, with the shepherds after Jesus’ birth. 

Here the title is “A Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.” 

 

Even more  surprising is the sign given to the Shepherds to prove the point. 

 This Lord will be found in out in animal room, in a feeding trough, of all places. 

 

 

But when you see the most helpless, most defenceless, most powerless human – 

 A baby wrapped in rags, lying in a feeding trough, 

 

What do you see? 
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Your Surprise this Christmas 

 

For this baby wrapped in rags, lying in a feed trough is a sign. 

v. 12 starts – “And this will be a sign for you”. 

The important thing to note, this baby is a sign that points to a greater reality. 

This baby could be wearing a big arrow which is pointing to something even bigger. 

 

The question is, do we have the eyes to see the greater reality. 

For this baby points to God’s reality. 

 This child is the light shining into the darkness of our hearts. 

 This child has come to save us from our inner rebellion against God. 

 This child was born to die, in our place, to bring us back to God. 

 This child will become the Lord of the whole universe, who demands total allegiance. 

 

So what is your surprise this Christmas? 

 

 Will it be the materialistic surprise of opening presents? 

 Or is it the greatest surprise of all – 

  That this “baby in a manger”, this sign, 

Is actually the Lord of Lords,  

and has come to bring us from darkness into light. 

 

That this one wrapped in rags is ‘Jesus Christ the Lord’. 

 

Let’s pray. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


